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Abstracts

edited by Sandra Ferracuti

Sandra Ferracuti 
From Maputo: Museums, Exhibitions, Courtyards, and the Dump. Heritage at 

Large and Ethnographic Arts 

This essay is based on the author’s PhD research project (2004-2008) – par-
ticularly on the results of her fieldwork in Maputo (Mozambique) – and on the discussions 
among European ethnography museums professionals that occurred during the European 
project RIME – Ethnography Museums and World Cultures (Culture Program, 2009-2013), 
and which she followed while employed as research assistant at the ethnography division 
of the Museo Nazionale Preistorico Etnografico “Luigi Pigorini” (Rome), a project partner 
institution. Starting from Maputo, the essay interrogates the current relations among the 
arts, heritage, and ethnographic representation and it focuses on the activities of individu-
als and groups who, with varied aims and strategies, work within the interstices of heritage 
systems, challenging and stretching them, thus contributing to their renewal. 

Gian Luigi Bruzzone 
Costantino Nigra and Ernesto Monaci: A Scholarly Relationship

This essay focuses on the friendship between Costantino Nigra and Ernesto 
Monaci, who were both members of the Accademia dei Lincei (Lincean Academy). Grati-
fied by the official recognitions he had received, Costantino Nigra passionately dove into 
his studies, especially cultivating the ancient love for linguistics that his friend and teacher 
Giovanni Flechia had instilled into him during his youth. Nigra’s death brought the proj-
ects he was pursuing with so much passion to a halt. 

Enzo Vinicio Alliegro 
Lewis Henry Morgan: A Founder of Anthropological Research

This essay draws a very accurate sketch of the biographical, intellectual, and 
scientific profile of Lewis Henry Morgan, who is considered as one of the actual founders 
of anthropology. Drawing upon different kinds of sources, many of which have never been 
published in Italy, the author recalls Morgan’s fieldwork among the Iroquois, which led to 
the publication of the first monographic ethnography ever to be given to the press, in 1851. 
The author also explores Morgan’s later research, connected to the study of kinship systems 
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(1871) and the evolution of the human species (1877). It is also worth noting how Morgan’s 
analyses of the artifacts and objects used by the natives make him a forerunner of material 
culture studies.

Enzo Vinicio Alliegro 
At the Origins of Ethnographic Research. Lewis Henry Morgan’s Fieldwork 

Diaries from Kansas and Nebraska (May-June, 1859)

Lewis Henry Morgan is considered one of the main exponents of 19th cen-
tury evolutionist anthropology and an initiator of kinship systems studies, which led to the 
birth of social anthropology. Reading the diaries he kept in 1859 while conducting research 
in Kansas and Nebraska helps us recognize the role he played in yet another domain, that 
of ethnographic fieldwork. This selection of passages from his diaries relating to the re-
search on kinship systems he was conducting in Kansas and Nebraska shows us the schol-
ar engaged with a social, semantic, and symbolic context that was also politically intricate. 

Vita Santoro
Intangible Cultural Heritage and Unesco’s Lists: Fieldnotes from Cocullo

This essay is based on fieldnotes collected in Cocullo in the spring of 2014, 
during a workshop organized by a group of anthropologists who are working to develop a 
participatory inventory project that could lead to the submission of a nomination proposal 
for the Festa di San Domenico Abate and the Rito dei Serpari to be considered for inclusion 
in Unesco’s Representative List of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity (Conven-
tion for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage, 2003). The author uses fieldnotes 
as a means to observe the heritage-making processes concerning the specific cultural ele-
ment (the ritual) and the complex nature of the social and political spaces where heritage 
policies are defined.




